
LFW  
G r a p e v i n e 
 

Volume 13, Issue 2                                             Dec. 2014 

 
 

Lawyer Friends of Wine 
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By Christopher Blunden 
 

Our busy year of fine wine, great food, and 
genuine fun with friends reported in the 
prior issue of this newsletter continued on 
with our July 2014 event. 

 

We returned to Al Brayton’s Paradise View 
Vineyards which overlooks the north shore 
of San Francisco Bay and the city skylines. 

In 1999 Al found and planted Paradise 
Vineyards, and with the help of Elisa 
Correnti, launched Paradise View Wines in 
2003 and Thirty-Seven Wines in 2007.  

Our VIP treatment included discoveries of 
such great wines as the 2011 Paradise 
View Pinot Noir (crafted by brilliant 
winemaker Shane Finley – yes, that master 
who crafts Lynmar’s magical juice) and also 
one of my new favorites, the 25 case lot of 
2011 Paradise View Albariño. It was truly 
an enjoyable event for all who attended. 

In August, we celebrated our International 
wine and food theme event with lunch at 
the authentic North Beach trattoria, 
Trattoria Contadina in San Francisco.  
Significant amounts of Chianti and Pinot 
Grigio accompanied the great food and 
festive atmosphere.  

 

Our 25th Annual Harvest Moon event was 
in September at Sullivan Vineyards.  

 
Upon arrival of our buses, we enjoyed a 
glass-in-hand tour of Sullivan’s scenic 
grounds and gardens. Their delightfully 
handcrafted, limited-production wines 
accompanied our al fresco-style Wine 
Country dinner in the courtyard, and Mike 
Marron lead us in singing, "Shine on, 
Harvest Moon." 

 
While there, a passenger-less chauffeur-
driven limo pulled up to the front door. The 
chauffer jumped out, was handed a bottle of 
Sullivan wine, he climbed back in, and 
drove off in a hurry. (Before this, I used to 
consider pizza delivery extravagant . . . ) 

http://www.paradisevineyard.com/index.html
http://www.paradisevineyard.com/index.html
http://www.thirty-sevenwinery.com/
http://www.trattoriacontadina.com/
http://www.sullivanwine.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shine_On,_Harvest_Moon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shine_On,_Harvest_Moon


In October, we gathered in the Owl n' Turtle 
Room at Alfred’s Steakhouse for lunch. 

  
Cellar Master Rod Santos introduced Terra 
Jane Albee, Director of Sales and 
Marketing for White Rock Vineyards, a 35-
acre naturally farmed vineyard, boasting a 
unique terroir of white volcanic ash, nestled 
in a small valley at the base of the Stag’s 
Leap Range.  

Terra showed acumen and spunk handling 
our lively questions punctuating her 
interesting presentation about the history of 
White Rock and its wines. She poured what 
a number of members mentioned was one 
of their favorite Chardonnays, ever: 2012 
White Rock “Reserve” Chardonnay, Napa 
Valley.   

 
For our next event, on the first Saturday in 
December, we braved legendary cross-city 
traffic to reach our oasis of the Francisca 
Club, a block from San Francisco’s Union 
Square, where we attended our annual 
Holiday Cellar Dinner.    

Our merry reception in the Club’s historic 
library included hors d'oeuvres and 
Champagne Monthuys “Brut Reserve”, NV. 

Lawyer Friends of Wine President Eric 
Behrens presided over our dinner festivities 
by recognizing (with a fine bottle of thanks) 
the vital contributions to our group provided 
by Program Chair Steve Martin and our 
amazing Club Administrator Denise 
Malatesta.  

As we sipped Silverado Vineyards 
Chardonnay, Los Carneros 2012 and 
Domaine Cecile Chassagne “Image du 
Sud”, Chateauneuf du Pape 2006, 
President Eric and Cellar Master Rod 
awarded tastevins to our newest three-
consecutive-year members Shannon 
Hansen and Julie Ebert. 

 

Our favorite fiercely competitive kitschy 
holiday tie contest followed without fisticuffs 
accompanied by Robert Sinskey Vineyards 
Pinot Gris “Late”, Los Carneros 2012. 

It’s been another terrific year of LFW wine 
appreciation, camaraderie, and fun under 
the leadership of President Behrens and his 
hard- working Board of Directors. 

Program Chair Steve Martin has already 
lined up several events for 2015 as you’ll 
see below. 

Thanks also to you, our members, who 
make this club so special. 
 

Welcome Our New Member! 

Candice Stoddard, sponsored by Rod 
Marracini. 

http://whiterockvineyards.com/estate


 

2015 Save the Dates!  
 

Saturday, January 17: Winter Follies; 
(tentative date – needs a new home – 
contact Steve Martin to help). Blind tasting 
and judging of member-provided wines; 
hors d’oeuvres and buffet.  

Thursday, February 12: Luncheon 
Alfred’s Steak House in the Financial 
District of San Francisco for lunch with 
wines provided by Alpha Omega. 

Saturday, March 7: Annual Meeting and 
Cellar Treasure Dinner at Villa Taverna. 

Friday to Sunday, April 17-19:  
Amador County Excursion, staying at the 
Jackson Rancheria and Casino, with dinner 
party Friday at the home of member Steve 
Gizzi, visits to 3 or 4 local wineries 
Saturday, lunch that day at renowned 
“Taste” restaurant in Plymouth, and a 
banquet Saturday evening. 

Saturday, May 10 or 17: Spring Sojourn 
Travel by bus to Marimar Estate Vineyards 
& Winery in Sebastopol for wine-tasting and 
lunch. 

Other dates will appear in our next issue. 

Et Al.  
Member Suggested Events  
One of the benefits of our club is making 
friends with like-minded folks who share 
insider knowledge of favorite annual 
events they’ve enjoyed.  

If you have a personal thumbs-up opinion 
on an upcoming event that our members 
are likely to be pleased you’ve alerted 
them to discover, let us know what it is 
and why you like it.  

I’ll get this 
rolling 
with a fun 
local 
event I’ve 
attended 
several 
times:  

PS I Love You’s Dark & Delicious Event. 

The “PS” in this case stands for Petite 
Sirah, and if like I, you love this varietal, 
you might enjoy the tastings offered by 
over 40 different wineries (and about a 
dozen food vendors) all under one roof. 

The next one is hosted at Rock Wall Wine 
Company in Alameda on February 20, 
2015. The beautiful panoramic view of 
the new Bay Bridge is a bonus. 

 

Lawyer Friends of Wine 
Membership Packets  

You’ll soon be receiving your membership 
renewal notice by postal mail. Please 

submit your (green 
page) Roster data 
and dues payment 
by January 31. 
We look forward to 
your active 
participation in LFW 
events all year long. 

Most events are self- 
supporting by event-
specific reservation 
charges, and our 
initiation fees and 

dues support our cellar wine events, 
administration fees, etc. 

We have a cap of 100 members and fewer 
than 10 memberships available, so if you 
do not intend to renew your membership, 
please let us know so that others can 
participate in our upcoming events. 
 

Also, please mail 
your (blue page) 
Nominations for 
Board Members 
as there are 
Board member 
positions that 
expire in 2015. 
We actively 
encourage 
nominations 
(including self-
nominations) and 
your help in making our club better than 
ever! 

 

mailto:stevestreetlight@aol.com?subject=LFW%20Winter%20Follies%20Venue
http://www.aowinery.com/About-Alpha-Omega
http://villatavernasf.com/
http://marimarestate.com/
http://marimarestate.com/
mailto:Admail007@pacbell.net?subject=Et%20Al%20-%20LFW%20Member%20Suggested%20Events
http://www.psiloveyou.org/
http://www.rockwallwines.com/
http://www.rockwallwines.com/

